On the maximum size of the AIDS epidemic among the heterosexual black population in South Africa.
Using a macro-simulation model, the maximum size of the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) epidemic among the heterosexual black population of South Africa is assessed. As a result of the simulations, it appears very unlikely that the demographic impact of AIDS is such that the size of the black population will be substantially reduced during the next three decades. A realistic 'worst-case' scenario is that population growth will come to a halt on a population level substantially higher than the present one. It is also unlikely that peak infection levels among the sexually active population will exceed 30-40%. However, especially in urban populations, it cannot be ruled out at present that infection levels of 30% will be reached within the next 10-15 years.